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Pastor
Rev. Raymond J. Moreau
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MONDAY JAN.2 STS. BASIL THE GREAT & GREGORY NAZIANZEN


9:00 AM SM: Terry Supernault by Wife, Patti Supernault
TUESDAY JAN.3 THE MOST HOLY NAME OF JESUS


9:00 AM SA: Kathy Scharf by Margaret Martin
WEDNESDAY JAN. 4 ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON


Priest-in-Residence
Rev. Alan J. Lamica

9:00 AM SM: Darlene Supernault by Gerald & Ruth Ghostlaw


THURSDAY JAN. 5 ST. JOHN NEUMANN


Administrative Assistant
Mrs. Dianne Russell
.

Director of Christian Formation
St. Mary’s &
St. Augustine’s
Mrs. Judy King
St. Mary’s Bookkeeper
Mrs. Sheila LaRock
Priest Residence
1347 Washington St.
Brushton, New York, 12916
Voice & fax (518)529-7433
St. Augustine’s
2472 State Route 11
North Bangor, New York 12966
Voice & fax (518)483-6674
staugustine6674@gmail.com

9:00 AM SA: Russell Smith by Joan Whipple
SAT. JAN. 7 VIGIL THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD


4:00 PM SA: James Benware by Gary & Rosemary Racine
5:30 pm SM: Brooke Lyon by Madisyn Snyder 


SUNDAY JAN. 8 THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD


9:00 AM SA: Grenda Chapin by Dale Chapin
11:00AM SM: Jackie Patnode by Betty Trombley & Dick Jones




Sanctuary Candles burn in memory this week for :


SA: For The Safety of Our Troops
SM: For The Safety of Our Troops


You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. 
Matthew 5:14

Website:
www.staugustinesandstmarys.org


ST. MARY’S ECUMENICAL FOOD PANTRY
Open 1 Ǧ 3PM & 6:30Ǧ7:30PM
2nd and 4th Mondays of the month



SHUTINS
Do you know of someone who is not
able to go to Mass on Sunday, because
of weather or sickness? Please call 
Dianne Russell at 5297474 or Dick
Hurteau at 4831832 for someone to
bring Holy Communion on a weekly
or monthly basis.

Sacrament of Baptism: Infants: contact the parish office before or soon after birth. Adults: inquire about the RCIA
Sacrament of Penance: Saturdays 2:453:00 p.m. St. Mary’s; 3:303:45 St. Augustine. You may also contact Fr. Ray
Sacrament of the Sick: Contact Fr. Ray in advance of surgery or as soon as possible when serious illness occurs
Sacrament of Marriage: Contact the parish office at least 6 months prior to the proposed wedding date to begin prep









TO REPORT ABUSE: If you have a complaint or suspect misconduct involving diocesan cler gy, r eligious, employees, or volunteers, contact the Diocesan Victims Assistance Coordinator Terrianne Yanulavich, Adult & Youth
Counseling Service of Northern New York, 413 Ryan Road, Churubusco, NY 12923, Phone: (518) 4833261. 
Email: terrianneyanuliavich@yahoo.com Or call Fr. James Seymour, Episcopal Vicar for clergy at 3153932920. 

FROM FR. RAY:




A note of thanks to all who have helped to make this
Christmas at our churches a time of peace and love and
renewal. I wish to thank in particular way the people
involved in decorating our churches. Thank you to our
various liturgical ministers: our Altar Servers, Greeters/
Ushers, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Musicians and
Choir Members.
I will be on a cruise in the Southern Caribbean’s to
enjoy some rest and relaxation. I will be leaving on
Tuesday of this week, January 3rd, and will be returning
on Tuesday, January 17th. During my absence Fr. Al
Lamica will be celebrating all weekday and weekend
Masses, as well as any funerals which may occur. Many
of you know Fr. Lamica who lives in the rectory of St.
Augustine and who has helped out in the past. Currently
Fr. Lamica is the chaplain of several prisons in the area.
Please welcome him as he so graciously helps us out.
Should an emergency arise, or if you are in need of Fr.
Lamica’s assistance, please contact Dianne Russell or
Sheila Larock at the church office Monday through
Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon (4836674) or call
Dianne Russell at 5297474 and they will contact Fr.
Lamica for you. 
I also wish to express my gratitude for your Christmas
cards, gifts, baked goods and prayers! Your support is
deeply appreciated. I am exceptionally blessed to be part
of these wonderful communities of faith. It is good to
share the joys and struggles of life with people who are so
loving and faithfilled and I am fortunate to live among
you and journey with you as your pastor. A blessed and
Happy New Year to all of you!

PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR
Dear Lord, at the beginning of this New Year, I
remember that you are a God of beginnings and endings.
You created the world, with all its eternal patterns.
Winter begins in frost, and ends in Spring's thaw. Spring
begins in new, green life, ending in Summer's heat.
Summer begins in sunshine, and ends in Autumn's
breezes. And Autumn's color leads to the white of Winter
again. As another year ends and begins in our lives, help
us to remember that you have made a world of cycles.
When fortune turns to trials, or hardship turns to joy, help
me take delight in the life I've received from you.
Remind me that I will one day pass from this world and
enter a new life like those who've gone before me.
Amen.

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION FOR 
RETIRED PRIEST
Thank you for your generous gift in our Christmas
collection. Like every North Country parish we forward
75% of the collection to the diocese to fund pensions for
retired priests Pension needs for the future as well as
obligations for the next year are being met thanks to your
generous donation.

COLLECTION: 
December 17/18
ST. MARY’S
Envelopes $1,313.00; Plate $161.00
Total $1,474.00

ST. AUGUSTINE’S
Envelopes $1,141.00; Plate $224.00
Fuel $80.00
Total $1,445.00

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES
Judy King, Director of Religious Formation
Phone: 4836209

Sunday, Jan. 22 & 29
Grades K to 8: 10:15am ² 11:45am 
St. Mary’s Parish Center, Brushton










Sunday Jan. 22 & 29
Confirmation Student Classes
St. Augustine Rectory 6:15²8:15 p.m.

2017 CALENDARS
The 2017 calendars are now available at the entrance of
our churches. In the past the parish assumed the cost of
providing a religious calendar for the people of our
churches. Last year Jamie Sienkiewycz of Flint Funeral
Home in Moira started to generously provide us with our
yearly calendars. A special note of thanks to Jamie and
the staff of Flint Funeral Home for providing us with
such beautiful Catholic calendars again this year.


HOSPICE OF THE NORTH COUNTRY
Hospice continues to have a ongoing search for members
of the community who are willing to volunteer to visit
patients. If you can help please call Jessica Dumas at
5184833200 for more information. You never know
when you may be on the receiving end. Thank you.

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP
What gift do you want for your children this Christmas?
When we contemplate the beauties of this earth from
which Jesus took on flesh, we need to ask ourselves an
important question. What will the world that we leave
behind be like for our children’s children? Howcan our
love for God, our families, and our neighbors near and
far be reflected in the waysthat we treat the earth where
God “pitched his tent “to be one with us?



THE LORD CALLS
Jesus was born into a Holy Family, not a storybook family. Today \, pray for married couples and for parents, who
strive to remain faithful to their commitments in a changing and challenging world. If you are considering a vocation to religious life, diaconate or priesthood, talk to Fr.
Ray or Fr. Doug Lucia at (315) 35862543/
dlucia@rcdony.org or Fr. Tom Higman at (518) 594
3907/thigman@rcdony.org or Cathy Russell, the Diocesan
Vocation Coordinator at (315)3932920, ext. 1450/
crussell@rcdony.org. See us also on Facebook or at
www.myvocation.net.

PLANNED GIVING
Benefits of Giving Wisely
Did you know there are creative ways to support our Parish? Ways in which our Parish, you and your love ones all
benefit at the same time? Such giving techniques are
called “planned gifts,” because with thoughtful planning,
you create winwin solutions for you and the Parish. For
further information, contact Scott Lalone, Executive Director of Development/Foundation at the Diocese of Ogdensburg at3153932920orslalone@rcdony.org.

ENVELOPES
Your contributions envelopes for 2017 are available at the
entrance of the church to which you are registered. Please
take a minute to pick them up on your way out today if
you haven’t done so already. Please put your name on the
first few envelopes so that we make sure we have you in
the computer correctly. If you haven’t used envelopes in
the past please the boxes without names are available for
your use, just make sure you put your name on the first
few. This is the best way to make sure you are registered
as a parishioner at St. Mary’s or St. Augustine’s and can
be used for income tax deductions.

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
Those who are need statements of contributions to claim
on income taxes, please drop a note in the collection basket with your name and envelope number. We will be
happy to mail the statement to you.

Readings for the Week of January 1, 2017
Sunday: Nm 6:2227/Ps 67/Gal 4:47/Lk 2:1621
Monday: 1 Jn 2:2228/Ps 98/Jn 1:1928
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:293:6/Ps 98/Jn 1:2934
Wednesday: 1 Jn 3:710/Ps 98/Jn 1:3542
Thursday: 1 Jn 3:1121/Ps 100/Jn 1:4351
Friday: 1 Jn 5:513/Ps 147/Mk 1:711 or Lk 3:2328 or
3:23, 3134, 36, 38
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:1421/Ps 149/Jn 2:111
Next Sunday: Is 60:16/Ps 72/Eph 3:23a, 56/Mt 2:112

CREATING A CULTURE OF VOCATION…
In talking with your children, remember to talk about the
call to Church ministry. The process of answering God’s
call begins in childhood. Throughout adolescence and
adulthood, the attitudes assumed in childhood begin to
influence the course of one’s life. A vocation or a talent
will not grow to fruition unless it is nurtured in childhood
and adolescence by a parent.


JANUARY 1: SOLEMNITY OF MARY
THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
Solemnity: The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord
Nm 6:2227/Gal 4:47/Lk 2:1621 
As for Mary, she treasured all these things and pondered
them in her heart. How do we respond to the wonders that
God works in our lives? Do we, like Mary, ponder in our
hearts about who this Jesus is and what he has done for us?
Because only then, like the shepherds, can we go and tell
the whole world this amazing story. Only then can we truly
be witnesses to the Good News.


We celebrate this liturgical feast of the Blessed Virgin
Mary on January 1st, which is the Octave of Christmas. Only Christmas and Easter enjoy the privilege of
an octave, which is an eight day extension of the
feast. The honoring of Mary as the Mother of God can
be traced back to the Council of Ephesus in 431. By the
7th century, January 1st was observed as a celebration of
the Maternity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In the 13th
century, the Feast of the Circumcision of Christ had
come to replace the feast honoring Mary; however in
1751, after a push in Portugal for an official feast day
celebrating Mary’s divine maternity, Pope Benedict XIV
allowed Portugal’s churches to devote a feast to Mary on
the first Sunday in May. Eventually, the feast extended
to other countries, and in 1914 began to be observed on
October 11. In 1931, Pope Pius XI extended the feast to
the entire church, and in 1974, Pope Paul VI removed the
feast of the Circumcision of Christ from the liturgical
calendar and replaced it with the feast of the “Solemnity
of Mary, Mother of God”, bringing Mary’s feast day
back to the first day of the year.


The feast is a celebration of Mary’s motherhood of Jesus. The title “Mother of God” is a western derivation
from the Greek Theotokos, which means “God
bearer”. On this day, we are reminded of the role that the
Blessed Virgin played in the plan of our salvation. Through the Holy Spirit, God the Father prepared
Mary to be the dwelling place where His Son and His
Spirit could dwell among men. Christ’s birth was made
possible by Mary’s fiat, or sanctioning of God’s plan
with her words, “Be it done to me according to thy
word”. Calling Mary “Mother of God” is the highest
honor we can give to her. Just as Christmas honors Jesus
as the “Prince of Peace”, the Solemnity of Mary, Mother
of God honors Mary as the “Queen of Peace”. New
Year’s Day is also designated as the “World Day of
Peace”, further acknowledging the role of Mary in our
hearts and in our world. 

HOLY FAMILY SCHOOL NEWS
Holy Family School, Grades 4,5 & 6 has received its
charter for the National Junior Honor Society. The National Junior Honor Society chapters do amazing work,
not only at their schools, but throughout their communities. The first members of the National Junior Honor
will be honored at an assemble starting with the Second
Quarter Report Cards. For more information on the advantages of Holy Family School, contact Mrs. Marianne
Jadlow at 5184834443 or email her at hfsprincipal@hfsmalone.org. 

